1 - Peak Experiences: The Essential Colorado Springs Itinerary

Welcome to the heart of Colorado’s adventure and beauty. This four-day, three-night itinerary is packed with the
iconic, can’t-miss experiences that define the Pikes Peak Region. Whether it’s your first visit or your fifth, these
unforgettable attractions will leave you inspired, energized and in awe. From red rock wonders to mountaintop
views and encounters with Olympic greatness, this trip is all about the places that make Colorado Springs truly
legendary.

Day 1: Natural Wonders & Local Charm

Garden of the Gods Park

Begin your journey at Garden of the Gods, a registered National Natural Landmark. This free public park is famous
for its towering red rock formations, which rise dramatically against the backdrop of Pikes Peak. Walk or drive
through the park, take photos at Balanced Rock, and don’t miss the Visitor & Nature Center to learn how these
ancient formations came to be.

Manitou Springs

Just minutes away, explore the eclectic mountain town of Manitou Springs. Known for its historic charm and
natural mineral springs, Manitou invites you to wander art galleries, unique boutiques, and sample fresh spring
water bubbling from historic fountains. It’s a perfect place to relax, recharge, and soak in the local culture.

Day 2: High Altitude & High-Energy Attractions

Pikes Peak - America’s Mountain (via the Cog Railway)

Climb aboard the historic Broadmoor Manitou and Pikes Peak Cog Railway for a scenic ride to the 14,115-foot
summit of Pikes Peak. As you ascend, enjoy panoramic views of forests, alpine landscapes, and wildlife. At the
top, take in breathtaking views that inspired the song America the Beautiful and explore the Summit Visitor Center.

U.S. Olympic & Paralympic Museum

Back in the city, dive into the stories of champions at one of the most inclusive and interactive museums in the
country. The U.S. Olympic & Paralympic Museum honors Team USA athletes through cutting-edge exhibits,
inspiring memorabilia, and hands-on experiences that bring the spirit of the Games to life.

Day 3: Wild Encounters & Western Traditions

Cheyenne Mountain Zoo

Start the day with a visit to America’s only mountain zoo, where you’ll meet animals from all over the world—plus
get eye-level with giraffes from the elevated feeding deck. With sweeping views of the city below and natural
enclosures, the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo offers a truly unique wildlife experience.

Downtown Colorado Springs

Spend the afternoon exploring the walkable downtown district. Stroll through local shops, public art, and historic
buildings. Be sure to visit the Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum or take in a local gallery. The lively yet relaxed
vibe of downtown makes it easy to enjoy the city like a local.

Flying W Ranch (evening)
Wrap up your trip with an unforgettable evening at Flying W Ranch, where Western hospitality comes to life. Enjoy



a chuckwagon-style dinner, live music, and cowboy entertainment set against a backdrop of red rock cliffs and
open skies. It’s a perfect sendoff that captures the spirit of the American West.



2 - Saddles, Spurs & Stories: A Western Adventure in the Pikes Peak Region

Step into the spirit of the American West with this three-day, two-night itinerary designed for adventurers, history
lovers, and anyone curious about cowboy culture. From dusty trails and vintage towns to living history and real
rodeo legends, this trip takes you beyond the postcards and into the heart of Colorado Springs’ Wild West heritage.
Ride horses, pan for gold, explore cliff dwellings, and let the legends come to life.

Day 1: Legends of the Frontier

Western Museum of Mining & Industry

Start your Western journey at this dynamic museum where the Gold Rush and mining boom come to life. Watch
real 19th-century machinery roar into action, try your hand at gold panning, and learn how mining helped build
Colorado’s early economy. It’s a hands-on way to understand how the West was won.

Ghost Town Museum

Step through the swinging doors of a preserved Wild West town, complete with an old saloon, general store, and
jailhouse. The Ghost Town Museum is an indoor attraction built from actual frontier buildings, offering an
immersive glimpse into daily life during Colorado’s pioneer days.

Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum

Located in a beautiful 1903 courthouse, this free museum tells the story of Colorado Springs from its early settlers
to its modern growth. Western exhibits, Native American artifacts, and engaging displays make this a meaningful
stop for context and connection.

Day 2: Ride into Adventure

Jeep Tour with Adventures Out West

Climb aboard a colorful open-air jeep for a rugged off-road tour through the red rocks, foothills, and historic trails
around the region. Your cowboy guide will share stories of outlaws, explorers, and the landscapes that shaped
them. It’s fun, bumpy, and full of wild views.

Horseback Riding with Academy Riding Stables

No Western experience is complete without time in the saddle. Academy Riding Stables offers guided rides
through Garden of the Gods, where you’ll trot past towering red rocks just like early explorers and ranchers once
did. First-timers welcome!

Manitou Cliff Dwellings

Explore authentic Ancestral Puebloan cliff dwellings relocated and preserved just outside of Manitou Springs.
You’re free to walk inside and around the dwellings—touch the stone, imagine life centuries ago, and connect with
the region’s earliest inhabitants.

Day 3: Cowboys, Rodeos & Wranglers



Pro Rodeo Hall of Fame
Start your final day with a visit to the only museum in the world dedicated to professional rodeo. Meet legendary
cowboys and cowgirls, learn the history of rodeo sports, and see real gear and memorabilia from champions of the

arena.

Garden of the Gods Park

Begin your journey at Garden of the Gods, a registered National Natural Landmark. This free public park is famous
for its towering red rock formations, which rise dramatically against the backdrop of Pikes Peak. Walk or drive
through the park, take photos at Balanced Rock, and don’t miss the Visitor & Nature Center to learn how these
ancient formations came to be.

Flying W Ranch (evening)

Finish your trip with a true Western send-off at the Flying W Ranch. Enjoy a chuckwagon dinner of hearty cowboy
fare and tap your toes to live music and cowboy comedy under the open sky. Set against stunning red rock cliffs,
this working ranch and western show is pure Americana—and pure fun.



3 - Forces of Nature: Discover Colorado Springs’ Natural Wonders

Majestic mountains, colorful rock formations, deep canyons, and rushing waterfalls—this three-day, two-night
itinerary showcases the powerful beauty that makes the Pikes Peak Region unforgettable. These are the places
shaped by time, wind, water, and fire—and they’re ready to shape your next adventure. Whether you’re marveling at
towering cliffs or walking ancient trails, you’ll leave with a deeper appreciation for nature’s artistry.

Day 1: Garden of the Gods & the Peak

Pikes Peak Highway (Drive to the Summit)

Kick off your trip by driving the scenic Pikes Peak Highway all the way to the summit of America’s Mountain. At
14,115 feet, you’ll experience one of the most accessible high-altitude adventures in the country. Stop at
overlooks, hike short trails, and enjoy panoramic views that stretch for miles.

Garden of the Gods Visitor & Nature Center
Next, head to the Garden of the Gods Visitor & Nature Center to get oriented. Watch a short film about the park’s
dramatic geology and history, explore interactive exhibits, and pick up a map for your next stop.

Garden of the Gods Park
Take your time exploring this free, world-renowned park. Walk or drive through towering red rock formations like
Kissing Camels and Balanced Rock, and enjoy wide-open trails perfect for easy hikes and jaw-dropping photos.

Garden of the Gods Trading Post
Wrap up the day with a visit to Colorado’s oldest and largest trading post. Browse local art, Native American
jewelry, unique souvenirs, and grab a snack in a peaceful courtyard surrounded by red rock views.

Day 2: Caverns, Cliffs & Colors

Paint Mines Interpretive Park

Start early with a trip to the Paint Mines, located about an hour from Colorado Springs. This hidden gem features
vibrant, multicolored clay formations shaped over thousands of years. Easy walking trails lead you through
canyons and spires in a setting that feels otherworldly.

Cave of the Winds Mountain Park

In the afternoon, head underground—or high above it. Take a guided cave tour to discover limestone formations
deep inside the mountain, or try the outdoor thrills like the Via Ferrata or cliffside rides. This park offers both
natural history and adrenaline-pumping fun.

Palmer Park
Before sunset, explore this scenic city park beloved by locals. With hiking and biking trails, sandstone bluffs, and
sweeping views of the entire region—including Pikes Peak—it’s a peaceful, close-to-town escape to end the day.



Day 3: Waterfalls & Wonders

The Broadmoor Seven Falls

Spend your morning walking through a stunning box canyon to view seven cascading waterfalls. Climb the 224
steps to the top or take the mountain elevator for a different view. Surrounded by towering cliffs and lush trees, it’s
a serene and photogenic stop.

Royal Gorge Bridge & Park

Cap off your trip with a dramatic finale. About an hour southwest of Colorado Springs, the Royal Gorge Bridge is
one of the highest suspension bridges in the world. Walk across the bridge, ride the gondola, or take in the views of
the Arkansas River nearly 1,000 feet below. It’s a perfect end to your journey through the natural wonders of the
region.



4 - Tracks Through Time: A Scenic Rail Journey in the Pikes Peak Region

Step aboard for a three-day, two-night adventure through the storied rails and rugged landscapes of the Pikes Peak
Region. This train-themed itinerary combines unforgettable scenic rides, quirky roadside stops, and immersive
Western experiences. Whether you’re a railway enthusiast or simply curious about Colorado’s rich rail history, this
journey offers a perfect mix of nostalgia, natural beauty, and high-altitude excitement.

Day 1: Rails to the Summit & the Old West

The Broadmoor Manitou and Pikes Peak Cog Railway

Begin your trip with one of the mosticonic rail experiences in the United States. The Broadmoor Manitou and Pikes
Peak Cog Railway is the world’s highest cog railway, taking passengers from the charming town of Manitou Springs
to the 14,115-foot summit of Pikes Peak. Enjoy breathtaking views, changing alpine landscapes, and a narrated
journey rich with history and local legends. At the top, snap a photo, sip hot cocoa, and take in the same view that
inspired America the Beautiful.

Pikes Peak Trolley Museum

Back in town, head to this hidden gem dedicated to Colorado Springs’ early streetcar days. Explore historic
trolleys, view vintage photographs, and learn how rail travel helped shape the city’s growth. Railway buffs will
especially appreciate the restored streetcars and hands-on exhibits.

Flying W Ranch

Round out your day at the Flying W Ranch, where Western heritage meets good old-fashioned fun. Before dinner,
hop on the miniature train that winds through the scenic ranch property—an especially fun treat for kids and train
lovers alike. After your ride, settle in for a hearty chuckwagon meal followed by live cowboy music and Western
storytelling under the stars.

Day 2: Mountain Rails & Whimsical Stops

Cripple Creek & Victor Narrow Gauge Railroad

Travelinto the heart of Colorado’s gold rush past with a ride on this historic narrow-gauge train. Departing from the
mountain town of Cripple Creek, this 45-minute journey offers open-air views of abandoned mines, wildflower-
covered hillsides, and rugged mountain terrain. The narration shares the story of the area’s mining boom and the
people who lived it.

Rita the Rock Planter

On your way back from Cripple Creek, stop to meet Rita the Rock Planter—an enormous roadside statue created
by artist Thomas Dambo using reclaimed wood. She’s part of an international series of whimsical troll sculptures,
and her peaceful mountain perch makes for a delightful and unexpected photo op.



Day 3: Canyon Rails & Rocky River Thrills

Royal Gorge Route Railroad

Begin your final day with a bucket-list train ride through the Royal Gorge. This scenic rail journey follows the
Arkansas River between towering canyon walls, crossing the famous hanging bridge and offering unbeatable views
of the Royal Gorge Bridge nearly 1,000 feet overhead. Choose from comfortable class seating or upgrade to a dome

car for full panoramic views.

Whitewater Rafting on the Arkansas River
If you're craving adventure, suit up for a thrilling rafting trip through the Royal Gorge. With professional guides and
varying difficulty levels, this is one of the most scenic and exciting ways to experience Colorado's wild side.



5 - Big Fun for Little Explorers: A Kid-Friendly Colorado Springs Adventure

Pack your sense of wonder and get ready for three days of hands-on fun, wild animal encounters, and outdoor
discovery in Colorado Springs. This itinerary is built for kids (and the grown-ups who love them), with stops that mix
learning, laughter, and play. From climbing through ancient cliff dwellings to feeding giraffes, every momentis an
invitation to explore, imagine, and make memories.

Day 1: Wild Encounters & Red Rock Wonders

Cheyenne Mountain Zoo

Start your trip with a visit to America’s only mountain zoo. Ride the open-air elevator for sweeping views, hand-feed
friendly giraffes, and meet animals from across the globe. The zoo’s walkways wind up the mountainside, making it
an adventure at every turn.

Garden of the Gods Visitor & Nature Center
Before heading into the park, stop at the free Visitor & Nature Center. Kids can touch real fossils, watch a short
movie with special effects, and learn how the towering red rocks were formed.

Garden of the Gods Park
Next, explore the park itself. Walk or drive through this stunning red rock landscape, where kids can spot rock
climbers, hunt for hidden shapes in the stones, and run wild on the trails.

Garden of the Gods Trading Post
Wrap up the day with a visit to Colorado’s oldest trading post. Grab a sweet treat, browse colorful souvenirs, and
let the kids pick out a fun keepsake to remember their day.

Day 2: Time Travel, Trolls & Caves

Ghost Town Museum
Step back into the Wild West at this indoor ghost town filled with hands-on fun. Kids can try gold panning, walk into
ajail cell, and explore old-time shops and wagons from real 1800s towns.

Manitou Cliff Dwellings
Touch and explore authentic Ancestral Puebloan dwellings built into the side of a cliff. Unlike most historic sites,
these dwellings welcome kids to walk through, climb stairs, and imagine life centuries ago.

Cave of the Winds Mountain Park

Go underground for a cool cave tour filled with fun facts and curious rock formations. For older kids and thrill-
seekers, there are above-ground adventure rides like the Wind Walker ropes course and the cliffside Terror-Dactyl
ride.



Arcade Amusements in Manitou Springs
End the day with a dose of old-school fun. This open-air arcade has everything from vintage pinball to skee-ball, air
hockey, and even kiddie rides. Bring a roll of quarters and let the kids play their way through history.

Day 3: Magic, Nature & Splashy Surprises

May Natural History Museum
Say hello to the Bug Museum! This quirky stop is home to thousands of preserved insects from around the world—
huge beetles, colorful butterflies, and some creepy crawlers. It’s weird, fascinating, and totally kid-approved.

North Pole — Santa’s Workshop
Just outside Colorado Springs, this Christmas-themed amusement park is open in summer and fall too! Ride mini
roller coasters, visit with Santa, and enjoy gentle rides designed just for little ones—all at the base of Pikes Peak.

Bear Creek Nature Center
Take a break with some quiet time in nature. This free center offers interactive exhibits, kid-friendly trails, and a
chance to spot birds, bugs, and maybe even deer. It’s a great place to run off energy or have a peaceful picnic.

Uncle Wilber’s Fountain in Acacia Park (summer only)

If you’re visiting in warmer months, cool off downtown at this splash fountain. Every so often, a musical surprise
rises from the center of the fountain—Uncle Wilber himself! Kids can play in the water while parents relax in the
shade.



6 - Masterpieces, Machines & Memories: A Museum-Lover’s Journey

Get ready to explore the stories, artifacts, and innovations that shaped Colorado and the world. This four-day
itinerary is for museum enthusiasts who crave both culture and curiosity. From Olympic dreams to Wild West tales,
and from fine art to flying machines, this adventure highlights the rich history and imagination of the Pikes Peak
Region. We've grouped locations by proximity to help you spend more time exploring and less time driving.

Day 1: Downtown Classics & Olympic Dreams

U.S. Olympic & Paralympic Museum

Begin your journey at one of the most state-of-the-art museums in the country. Through immersive exhibits,
interactive displays, and emotional storytelling, this museum celebrates the strength, perseverance, and
achievements of Team USA athletes.

Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum
Just a few blocks away, step back into local history at this beautifully preserved 1903 courthouse. Exhibits explore
the region’s Native American roots, pioneer settlers, military history, and early industry.

Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center at Colorado College
This cultural gem houses an impressive collection of American, Native American, and Hispanic art. Explore
rotating exhibitions and permanent collections, all within a sleek, historic building.

Michael Garman Museum & Gallery
End the day in the charming Old Colorado City neighborhood with a visit to this whimsical miniature world. Magic
Town is a 3,000 sq. ft. sculpture filled with tiny city scenes, optical illusions, and street-level storytelling.

Day 2: Castles, Cowboys & the Cosmos

Glen Eyrie Castle (Tea Experience)
Begin the day with a unique mix of history and elegance. Glen Eyrie Castle was built by Colorado Springs’ founder
and now offers traditional tea service in a breathtaking setting surrounded by towering rock formations.

Miramont Castle Museum
Next, head to nearby Manitou Springs to tour this Victorian-era mansion. Wander through 30+ furnished rooms that
showcase the eclectic tastes and intriguing history of its early residents.

Space Foundation Discovery Center
In the afternoon, explore outer space without leaving town. This hands-on science center offers fun for all ages,
with real space artifacts, STEM exhibits, and a deep dive into space exploration.



Ghost Town Museum
Finish your day with an indoor Wild West town—complete with a saloon, blacksmith shop, and hands-on gold
panning. It’s both playful and educational, especially for families.

Day 3: Railroads, Dinosaurs & Mining Legends

Rock Ledge Ranch Historic Site
Step into living history with costumed interpreters at this working ranch and historical park. Visit a Native American
area, 1860s homestead, blacksmith shop, and more to see how life evolved on the Colorado frontier.

Dinosaur Resource Center (Woodland Park)
A short, scenic drive into the mountains brings you to a museum full of real and reconstructed dinosaur skeletons,
fossil labs, and kid-friendly learning spaces.

Royal Gorge Dinosaur Experience (optional)
If you're up for a longer outing, this modern facility near Carnon City features animatronic dinosaurs, fossil exhibits,
and an outdoor ropes course with views of the Royal Gorge.

Molly Kathleen Gold Mine Tour
Descend 1,000 feet underground in Cripple Creek to experience what it was like to work in a real hard rock gold
mine. Knowledgeable guides and working equipment bring the mining past to life.

Day 4: Cripple Creek Heritage & Aviation Inspiration

Cripple Creek Heritage Center
Start with an overview of the region’s gold rush history and geology. This modern visitor center features interactive
exhibits, mining artifacts, and panoramic views of the historic town.

Outlaws & Lawmen Jail Museum
Step inside the original jail where real Cripple Creek outlaws were once held. Explore the cells and hear the stories
of justice (and escape attempts!) from the town’s wildest days.

Western Museum of Mining & Industry
Back near Colorado Springs, this museum is alive with motion—see giant steam engines run, try gold panning, and
explore the tools and technology that fueled the region’s mining boom.

Penrose Heritage Museum
Finish your itinerary at this hidden gem located on the Broadmoor campus. It features an impressive collection of
vintage carriages, race cars, and memorabilia from the Pikes Peak International Hill Climb.

National Museum of World War Il Aviation
If time allows, visit this nationally recognized museum with more than 20 restored aircraft and hands-on displays



that tell the story of aviation’s role in the Second World War. It’s a powerful and moving way to conclude your
cultural journey.



7 - Elevated Thrills - An Adrenaline Adventure in the Pikes Peak Region

For those who crave more than scenic views and leisurely strolls, this three-day, two-night itinerary delivers high-
altitude thrills and heart-pumping adventures. From soaring above canyons to scaling red rock walls and navigating
whitewater rapids, this is Colorado Springs at full speed. All activities are beginner-friendly (with options for
experienced adventurers), so you don’t have to be an expert—just ready to feel alive.

Day 1: Sky-High Sights & Speed

The Broadmoor Soaring Adventure
Kick off your adventure with ziplining high above Seven Falls. With platforms perched on cliffs and lines stretching
over a stunning canyon, this guided experience offers breathtaking views and an unforgettable adrenaline rush.

The Manitou Incline (optional for experienced hikers)
If you're up for the challenge, test yourself on the Incline—2,744 steps rising over 2,000 feet in elevation in less than
a mile. It’s tough, but the panoramic views at the top are worth every step. (Descend via Barr Trail.)

Downtown Colorado Springs Electric Bike Tour
Recharge with a scenic, guided eBike tour of the city. Explore parks, historic neighborhoods, and trail loops on two
wheels—no mountain biking experience required, just a sense of adventure.

Day 2: Rocks, Rapids & Rugged Beauty

Rock Climbing in Garden of the Gods
Join a professional guide for a half-day rock climbing session among the famous red sandstone formations.
Whether it’s your first climb or your fiftieth, this setting is truly iconic.

Whitewater Rafting on the Arkansas River

In the afternoon, head to the Royal Gorge region for a rafting trip through exciting class llI-IV rapids. Professional
outfitters provide gear and instruction, making this safe and exhilarating for adventurous beginners and seasoned
paddlers alike.

Canon City Skyline Drive (scenic add-on)
After your rafting trip, drive this narrow, cliffside road for incredible views of the valley. It's a short but dramatic
detour—perfect for thrill-seekers who want a scenic cap to their day.

Day 3: Caves, Canyons & Canyon Wheels
Cave of the Winds Via Ferrata or Terror-Dactyl Ride

Choose your adventure at this mountain park. Climb the Via Ferrata—a guided cliffside traverse combining hiking
and rock scrambling—or launch into the canyon at 100 mph on the epic Terror-Dactyl swing ride.



Red Rock Canyon Open Space
End your trip with a hike or mountain bike ride through this less-traveled red rock park. With rolling trails, natural
rock tunnels, and wide views of Pikes Peak, it’s the perfect cooldown with just enough edge.



8 - Breathe Deep - An Outdoor Wellness Retreat in Colorado Springs

Restore your energy and reconnect with nature on this three-day, two-night journey through the serene side of the
Pikes Peak Region. With gentle hikes, reflective moments, and awe-inspiring scenery, this wellness-themed
itinerary is designed for balance, not busyness. Whether you’re solo, with a partner, or a group of friends, these
experiences help you pause, breathe, and return refreshed.

Day 1: Presence in the Peaks

Sunrise Meditation or Yoga at Garden of the Gods
Begin your day with a deep breath as the sun rises over red rock formations. Join a guided outdoor yoga class
(seasonal) or bring your own mat and practice solo in one of the designated quiet zones.

Garden of the Gods Trail Walk & Photography Break
After your practice, enjoy a peaceful walk through the park. Pause often. Notice how the light changes on the rocks.
Bring a journal or sketchpad—or simply take mental snapshots of the scenery.

Starsmore Visitor & Nature Center
End your day with a short visit to this quiet nature center at the entrance of North Cheyenne Cafion Park. It’s a
perfect place for birdwatching, gentle streamside walks, and calming your mind.

Day 2: Forest Trails & Spa Serenity

Bear Creek Nature Center
Spend your morning exploring the quiet beauty of Bear Creek. Interpretive trails, wildflower meadows, and
occasional deer sightings make this an ideal place to connect with nature without a crowd.

SunWater Spa in Manitou Springs
Treat yourself to a few hours at this peaceful spa that features mineral soaking tubs, massage therapy, and
wellness classes. The outdoor cedar tubs offer views of the mountains and a deep sense of calm.

Manitou Springs Art Walk & Mineral Fountains
Wander through Manitou’s walkable streets to discover local art galleries and bubbling mineral springs. Each
fountain has a different taste and story—bring a bottle and try them all.

Day 3: Waterfalls, Woods & Wide Views
The Broadmoor Seven Falls (Morning Walk)

Arrive early to avoid the crowds and walk the peaceful canyon path leading to Seven Falls. Climb the stairs if you
like, or simply admire the falls from the base. The sounds of cascading water are naturally soothing.



North Cheyenne Canon Park - Silver Cascade Falls Trail
Finish your journey with a short, scenic hike to a hidden waterfall. The trail is moderate and offers gorgeous views,
cool shade, and a quiet place to reflect on your time in Colorado.
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